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Human Trafficking
6 messages

FowlerMSO@aol.com <FowlerMSO@aol.com> Wed, Jan 16, 2013 at 4:52 PM
To: Rep.JGursky@legmt.gov
Cc: aspencer@empowermentpr.com

Rep. Jennifer Gursky, House District 98, Missoula

I am currently a bar owner in Missoula for 39 years. Over two years ago ACE National (Association of
Club Owners & Executives, Acenational.org ) formed a partnership with Immigrations Customs and
Enforcement and took a pro-active stance against human trafficking. Clubs have posted this information
about our partnership with ICE, and report any instances that warrant investigation to them.

This is the first time an industry has asked to formed this type of an association with a government
organization. We are against prostitution and any other type of crime that involves underage people or
people that are being forced to do things against their will. ACE trains club employees and managers to spot
specific behavior that would involve human trafficking.

Thank you for your efforts to bring awareness to this problem. | can assure you that this type of behavior is
not tolerated in Missoula clubs. | have copied this email to Angelina Spencer at ACE.

Regards,

Bruce Fowler

Fox Club Cabaret
Missoula, Montana

Angelina Spencer <angelina001@comcast.net> Thu, Jan 17, 2013 at 9:34 AM
To: FowlerMSO@aol.com, Rep.JGursky@legmt.gov
Cc: Angelina Spencer <aspencer@empowermentpr.com>, Micheal Ocello <mocello@vcgh.com>

Dear Representative Gursky,

Thank you for bringing attention to the plight of human trafficking. To battle against such a crime is a
noble cause. Mr. Fowler is correct. ACE National is a federally registered trade association for licensed
adult clubs across the U.S. We actively train club staff and dancers about the scourge of human trafficking
through our COAST Program.

Established in 1999, the goal of the association is to provide job opportunities for those Americans not as
blessed as the rest of us to become politicians, lobbyists or business owners. We believe in free will,
liberty and fun—not enslavement or coercion. Hence, our alliance with Homeland Security Investigations
Federal Human Trafficking Unit. Under COAST (Club Operators Against Sex Trafficking), licensed adult clubs
across the U.S. Open their doors to federal agents for training seminars. This program was built under our
ACE President and Chairman, Micheal Ocello, a law enforcement officer. Anyone is invited to attend our
COAST Meetings, whether they are an NGO, a concerned citizen, a dancer, staff or an elected official. Club

2/19/13 8:33 AM



Montana Legislative Services Mail - Human Trafficking https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/7ui=2&ik=3e4ad0f028&view...

staff and dancers are taught the indicators of human trafficking with an emphasis on recognizing and
reporting underage instances of abuse—which under the federal 2000 TPA, means that anyone
prostituting a minor, regardless of his/her citizenry may be guilty of human trafficking.

Human Trafficking is the third largest growing crime in the U.S. After illegal arms and drugs. Unfortunately,
the biggest culprits are usually found in agriculture and the hospitality industries. Imagine my surprise
when an African Boys Choir touring Texas churches was enslaving young men, fleecing them of profits and
abusing them. This went on for three years until a church member attended a seminar and learned the
indicators. The boys were rescued and their captor is now in prison.

COAST meeting. Thank you again for your efforts to bring awareness to this crime.

We have access to free materials that most of the MO clubs host on premise. We can also put together a
Respectfully, |
\
|

Ms. Angelina Spencer
Executive Director, ACE National

[Quoted text hidden]
[Quoted text hidden]

Angelina Spencer

President

Empowerment Enterprises, Ltd.

601 Penn. Ave., NW Suite 900, South
Washington, DC 20004

Office: 202-220-3019

Direct; 239-248-1016

Fax: 202-639-8238

Email: aspencer@empowermentpr.com
Website: www.empowermentpr.com

EMPOWERMENT
ENTERPRISES, LTD.
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PROTECTED INNOCENCE CHALLENGE

MONTANA REPORT CARD 2012 '

Montanass trafficking of persons law criminalizes sex trafficking, but it requires proof of force, fraud or coercion in any case. The trafficking law
includes a penalty enhancement for trafficking offenses involving sexual intercourse without consent, which minors under 16 are deemed incapable
of providing. The state has the following CSEC laws: prostitution and promoting prostitution when a minor is involved, aggravated promotion of
prostitution, and sexual abuse of children. However, the CSEC statutes do not reference the human trafficking law to identify commercially sexually
exploited minors as victims of sex trafficking. Criminal street gang laws enhance penalties when offenses are committed in furtherance of criminal
gang activity, which is defined to include the CSEC crime of aggravated promotion of prostitution.

gg CRIMINAL PROVISIONS ADDRESSING DEMAND

Although the state human trafficking law tracks the federal definition and following federal
precedent might have been applicable to buyers who “obtain” a minor for commercial sex
acts, the state law definition of “obtain” requires an ongoing relationship with the offender
making application to buyers unlikely. The prostitution law, which criminalizes patron-
izing prostitution, could be used to combat demand. The prostitution statute distinguishes
between buying sex with minors versus buying sex with adults by providing a heighrened
penalty for soliciting or engaging in prostitution with a minor under 12, leaving older
minors unprotected. Sexual abuse of children includes solicitation of a minor under 16
through in-person or electronic communication, but does not specify solicitation for the
purpose of commercial sex acts. Sexual abuse of children also includes possession of child
pornography. The sex trafficking and CSEC laws do not prohibit a mistake of age defense
to prosecution leaving this assertion available to buyers. Restitution is mandarory for vic-
tims who suffer a pecuniary or economic loss, but no specific civil actions against sex traf-
ficking or CSEC offenders are authorized. Buyets of sex with minors are required to register
as sex offenders if convicted of prostitution with a child under 12 years of age, or sexual
abuse of children, which includes Internet solicitation and possessing child pornography.
SEX CRIMES

DYEMAND | SELLCTED COMMERCIAL

Fine
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Al criminal penaltics are statutory; many states also have sensencing guidelines that are not codified which affécr sentencing.

> CRIMINAL PROVISIONS
** FOR TRAFFICKERS

A rtrafficker convicted under the state human traf-
ficking law faces up to 15 years imptisonment and/
or a fine up to $100,000. Promotion of prostitution
of a child under 12 is punishable by up 10 100 years
imprisonment and aggravated promotion of prostitu-
tion is punishable by life or 4-100 years imprison-
ment and/or a fine up to $100,000. If convicted of
cither CSEC law, a trafficker shall be ordered to com-
plete a sexual offender treatment program and may be
subject 10 satellite-based monitoring for life. Sexual
abuse of children, which criminalizes the creation of
child pornography and use of the Internet to recruit
or sell commercial sex acts with minors under the age
of 16, is punishable by up to 100 years or life impris-
onment and a possible fine of $10,000; a minimum
sentence of 4 years is imposed when the child is under
the age of 16 and the defendant must serve at least 25
years when the child is 12 or younger. Victim restitu-
tion is mandatory. Asset forfeiture is not specified for
wrafficking or CSEC offenses. Traffickers must regis-
ter as sex offenders if convicted of CSEC offenses,
bur not for a conviction under the trafficking law. In
Montana grounds for termination of parental rights
includes when a parent is convicted of “a felony in
which sexual intercourse occurred” or committed
sexual abuse against a child, which is defined to in-
clude the CSEC crime of sexual abuse of children.
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{:\,f} PROTECTIVE PROVISIONS FOR THE CHILD VICTIMS

Domestic minor sex trafficking victims are vulnerable due to gaps in the laws. CSEC laws are silent on
the permissibility of a defense based on consent of the minor to the commercial sex act; however, under
Montana law a minor under the age of 16 is considered incapable of consenting to sexual intercourse,
which is the predicate act for human trafficking. Prostitution offenses are not limited in application
to adults, do not identify a juvenile involved in prostitution as a victim of sex trafficking, and do not
provide an affirmative defense for victims of trafficking. A CSEC victim may be considered abused and
neglected and/or a youth in need of care, a delinquent youth, or a youth in need of intervention and
receive various responses ranging from a juvenile justice response to a child protective response. For
purposcs of child welfare intervention, the definition of abuse includes sexual exploitation, defined as
permitting or encouraging a minor to engage in prostitution. The definition of a person responsible for
the child’s welfare includes an adult who resides in the same home in which the child resides, a defini-
tion which could be sufficiently broad to permir child protective services to intervene. CSEC victims
would likely be eligible for state crime victims’ compensation, although several criteria may limit their
cligibility, including a bar to recovery if the victim contributed to the injury or was the offender or an
accomplice of the offender, and possible bar or reduction for refusal to cooperate with law enforce-
ment. Also, the sexual offenses against minors must be reported within one year after the conduct was
reported to a law enforcement agency or child welfare services, or within one year after the day the
victim reaches 18, whichever occurs last, unless good cause is shown. Victim-friendly criminal justice
procedures include permitting the testimony of a child-witness under 16 to be taken by two-way elec-
tronic audio-video communication; however, the “rape shield” law is limited to sex offenses, so it may
not be available to reduce the trauma of cross examination for testifying sex trafficking victims. With
few exceptions, formal youth court, law enforcement, and department records must be physically sealed
on the youth’s 18th birthday. Civil remedies are not expressly available to CSEC victims. Restitution is
mandatory for victims who suffer a pecuniary or economic loss. Prosecutions for sexual abuse of chil-
dren must be brought within five years after the minor turns 18 and civil actions for childhood sexual
abuse, which include the crime of sexual abuse of children, must be commenced three years after the
last injury occurred or was discovered.

UINAL PROVISTONS
CHATATORS

CRIMINAL JUSTICE TOOLS FOR INVESTIGATION
AND PROSECUTIONS

Training on human trafficking is not mandated by law. Single party consent to audiotaping is not
permitted by law but is available to law enforcement in the course of investigations. Wiretapping is
not expressly allowed in investigations for sex trafficking, pornography or prostitution-related offenses,
denying law enforcement a critical tool for investigation and evidence. No laws expressly authorize
the use of a decoy or the Internet in sex trafficking investigations. Montana has established a statewide
reporting and response system for missing children and requires the reporting of missing and located
children. When child pornography is discovered in a police investigation, the state also requires law
enforcement to provide the discovered materials “to the law enforcement contact at the child victim
identification program at the national center for missing and exploited children” to determine whether
a previously identified child is depicted.
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- WARNING -

OBTAINING FORCED LABOR OR SERVICES
IS A CRIME UNDER TEXAS LAW.
CALL THE
NATIONAL HUMAN TRAFFICKING HOTLINE
1-888-3737-888
YOU MAY REMAIN ANONYMOUS.

- ADVERTENCIA -

LA Ow._.mZO_.OZ DE SERVICIOS O TRABAJO FORZADO ES UN
DELITO SEGUN LA LEY DE TEXAS. LLAME A LA LINEA DIRECTA
NACIONAL DE TRAFICO HUMANO AL

1-888-3737-888 ,
USTED PUEDE PERMANECER ANONIMO.




